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MEMORANDUM FOR: IMvector of Central Intelligence 


i. This memorandus suggests action on the part of the 
Director of Central intelligence. Such requested action is contained 
in paragraph >. \ 


2. Deterraining the gencral view held by the Congress on any 
particular situation is difficult if not iaspossible until the question is 
put to avete., Nowever, theve are eufficient indications of the 
congressional view of the Agency to warrant concern. R shall discuss 
gome of these but firet would like te point out the unusual situation of 
our Subcommittees. : 


ee 


3. The only forrmal Subcommittee appointed te consider CIA. 
activities is the “Subcoaumittes on the Centeal Intelligence Agency" of 
House Armed Services. Last year, Mer. Vinson indicated a strong 
degize to have a monthly meeting and the Agency on ite initiative since 
then has urged that monthly briefings occur. There were six meetings 
of this Subcommittee last year and there have been four thie year. 


& The other House Subcommitice (Appropriations) is not a 
formally exutabiished Subcommittee. Last year we met three thmes 
with this Subcommittee and three tienes this year. The cost recent 
meeting occurred on 27 August 1963 when both the Director and Deputy 
Mirector were vnavailable., With appropriate notice to Mr. Cannon, @ 
team of senior officials met with the Subeocamittes. The entire meeting 
was devoted to a series of questions by the Chairman based on a Readers’ 
Digest article by Pvancis Vivian Drake, The discomfiture of several of 
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| word that he is seviously concerned that the Subcommittee hag not 
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the mémbers was obvious as it has been in other meetings. The 
problema of the chairinanahip of thie Subcommittee are fully 
appraciated by Mr. Mahon and My. Ford. Thia subject was dis- 
cussed by Mr, Mahoa with the Director of Central Intelligence 
early this year. Mr. Ford is out of town for two weeks but I hava 


| heard from the Agency on a current basis on both Viet-Nam and 


Guba and intends te raise this problem with Me. Makon and Mr. 
Cannon when he returags, 


§ Onthe Sonate side, there is interlockiag membership on 
the two Subcommittees, Therefore, as a matter of convenience and 
alae, in part because of the increaging disability of Chalraiaa Hayden, 

Senator Russell has in effect conducted joint meetlaga for the past 
hree years. There wore olix such meetings last year and this year 
there have been two. As a mutter of intereat thera wag only cas 


‘| mesting in L961, 


& These four Committecs have perhaps the greatest 
responsibilities in the Gongreds and in consequence the Cuairmen 
continuously have weighty problems competing for their attention. 
in additien, there are many other problems, political and otherwise, 

, Which are of concern to these Chairmen, All of this leaves Mitle time 


| fox them te devote to CLA. This is notably se in the case of Senator 
\\ Russell with civil rights legislation, Lie positions on the nuclear test 


ban treaty and others. 


7% The continuing offerte to establish a Joint Coramittes on 
intelligence are reflected in the Intveduction of seventeen regolutions 
in this Congress, A rather well-reasoned speech was rade by 
Representative Lindsay om this subject om 15 August 1965, and this 
contained various factual errors about the Agency which have gone 
unanswered, There have been other seferences te the need for a 
Joint Comuilites incliding euch Senatore ae Moree and Smathers. 
There continue to be press criticlems of the Agency, a recent one 

for example being The Washington Past editorial of 9 September 1963. 
| Nene of the members af our Subcomimitiees hae taken te the floor or 
|| to the press to atate that they are thoroughly briefed on CIA activities 


& . 
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er te refute the accusations against the Agency. Thia can be 


conteasted with frequent favorable reference to the Director by namie 
as head of the Central Intelligence Agency during the course of the 
floors debate on the muciear teat baa treaty. We have a tramseript of 
a tadio interview with Leslie Arands and William Dray whe are 


‘mocabers of thé CIA Subcommmities. They were asked if they kacw 


about the Central Intelligence Agency's role in the Yieinamese 
gituation. They both indicated that they were not briefed on this 


subject. 


&. A sufficient number of unchallenged accusatione inevitably 
will influence members of Congress and thought should be piven to 
some methed of countering this contisulag barrage. Thies becomes 


| particularly iasportant in considering the timing of Moor action on 


our carly retirement bil. During the Subcommittees hearings, Chairman 
Rivers several times cautioned that thers wae @ sonsiderabie body of 
antagoniam to the Agency im the House. We would not want floor action 


on the ball to be the occasion for a debate on the merits of mameraua 


accugatiogs or cause renewal of diacussion of a Joint Committees. 
ig recognized that inevitably this will be true to a certain degres. 
However, we should consider prior action to at igast blunt the edge 

of auch an attack. Mi we are to have any hope of final passage of the 
easly retirement bili this year there will have to be House floor action 
in the relatively near future in ordsr to provide suificient ime for 
Senate action, 


9, What to do about this problem? The area of possible action 
appears to be limited te the membership of our Subcommittees who have 
been given detailed and candid briefings and who are the only members its 
a position to make a judgment om the overeall performance of the Agency. 


We believe these members and particularly the senior members sincerely. 
balieve the Agency is performing a creditable job despite its dificult task. 


hevefare, st is to be hoped that thay would recognize the necessity for 
them to speak out occasionally in defense not only of the Agency bul alse 


to dermmonetrate proper discharge of their own gegponsibliities as members 


ef CLA Subcommittecs. The epeciilc action vecommmended, therefore, is 
chat the Ddvector of Central Intelligence meet privately with members 
such as Russell, Saltonstali, Vinson and Arends. In the case of House 
Aporopriations, I believe thi¢ is a special situation where the Director 


3 


Lf 


Approved For Release 2003/06/26 - c 


3 ; ‘ 
fger pen ome 
a 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Approved For Release ar eG: CIA-RDP90-00610R000200080026-0 


i ths j 


should meet first with Mr. Mahon and eeck his advice as to further 
-contacts particularly having im mind bringing Gerald Ford into the 
matter, The purpose in view of such meetings would be ta elicit 
advice and develop a strategy locking toward public PFONGUNCEMEnES 
by those mormbers and other CIA Subcommittees members. ‘The form 
of the public statements could be (i) Goor siatementa, G1} preas 
ite i (ili) press interviews, and Gv} committee reports. 


10. in exploring possible content of such pronouncements there 
could be considered reiereaces to detailed briefings on ali phases of 
CEA activities. The usual charges that the Agency ie pursuing an 
independent pollcy whether South VieteNam or claewhere could be 
yefuted with no damiage to security by assurances that this type of 
thing has been examined and all phases of CIA activities ave coordinated 
and veference could be made te the President's statement on this very 
subject. Consideration could be given to dunying specific accusations; 
for example, aa recently as 16 September 1965, Senator Thurmond in 
the Conzresslonai Recerd refers to the Seviet laumch of Sputnik 7 in 
Octaber 1957 when the U. & was caught by complete surprise - "elficink 
jutelligence estimmatea had let us down agaiu.'"' Possibly at this time tho 
security considerations would be such the true position of Agency estimates 
could be made public and lay this one to rest for all time. Thers may be 
other accusations which hava been repeated so often they have became 
legend which could be laid to reat if the passage of ime has lessened the 
accurlty aspecta. 


ii. To sem up, ineofar as we can sense the situation, the 
reputation of the Agency in the Congress generally seems te be currently 
om the decline and action along the Lines dlacussed above should be taken, 
Mesawhile we can de some effective work in our routine contacts with 
individual Congressmen and such meetings as the group breakiasts are 
_ helpful and should be continued, ' 


s/ dehn S$. Waraer 


JOHN S&S. WARNER 
Legislative Counsel 


IMsteibutions 
Greig - DCL 
Len 
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OGC/LCISWimks (23 Sept 63} 
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